26                               LORD ODO RUSSELL

not surprised to find that expressions of sympathy were coming
from Bohemian Catholics nor that the German Catholics were
prepared to act together with the Poles to elect a Roman Catholic
priest to the Landtag, despite the fact that the Pope had declared
himself as opposed to this proceeding. Meanwhile the Old
Catholics, nourished by the Government, were increasing in
prosperity and consolidating their position in the Rhine Provinces
and Westphalia.1

The elections to the Reichstag now took place.2 The Ultra-
montanes increased their representation from 67 to gi,8 and
watched with growing satisfaction the difficulties of the Govern-
ment. In the Landtag during the discussion on the Civil
Marriage Bill the opposition there likewise thought their
opportunity had come. A book recently published by a General
Marmora related from documentary evidence that Bismarck
had discussed the cession of Prussian territory to France in
1866. But Bismarck hotly denied the charge and strongly
censured the General for publishing confidential documents.4
It did not look as though Bismarck's future relations with the
Landtag would be happy.

in

Perhaps because of this the Nord Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung
was again employed to draw attention to the relations between
France and Germany. It referred to the recent war scare in
Paris, dwelt on the gratuitous provocation offered by French
society and on the offensive tone adopted by the French press
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2During the excitement of the election the Dean of Westminster and Lady
Augusta Stanley visited Berlin. Bismarck told Odo Russell that he was specially
and agreeably struck by what was to him the novel combination of a gentleman
and a clergyman in one, a combination unknown in Germany, where clergymen
were never gentlemen, and gentlemen never clergymen* F.O. 64. 80 1. No. 30.
To Lord Granville. 15 January 1874.

*The National Liberal party emerged the strongest. The Progress party had
35 seats, the Liberal party of the Empire had dwindled to 12 members and the
German Imperial Party had 28 (including Dr. Falk) the Free and Old Con-
servatives were completely destroyed as a party, only numbering 15. The
Poles mustered xx, the Social Democrats 8 (they had formerly t). Ibid. No. 35.
1 6 January 1874.
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